ANTHONY   EDEN

the outcome of any deep personal conviction, and in that
experimental form it produced an almost unanimously
favourable press. Only the Y<or%_shire Post, naturally, and
The Timesy surprisingly, were with Eden. Baldwin himself,
when pressed in the House, * made no complaint of what Mr.
Chamberlain had said '.

This ambiguity could not be sustained. The Government
obviously had no intention of sustaining it. In May Sir
Austen Chamberlain, the fiercest critic of the Hoare-Laval
proposals, became the stern opponent of the ineffective
sanctions. The Tory back-benchers applauded him for saying
what they all felt but had lacked the courage to say for them-
selves. Sir Austen may well have felt that his own volte-face
would make Eden's position easier; but nothing could be
done to save the Foreign Secretary the devastation of re-
pudiating the policy by which he had stood before the world.
On iSth June a crowded and expectant House heard what
was in essence the most humiliating personal rebuff of all.
Eden showed remarkable debating skill in conducting his
retreat. But he spoke in a toneless voice and without con-
viction. The knight-errantry was over: his was the speech of
a man stunned into indifference.

It is a mystery to many why he did not choose this occasion
to resign. If he had done so, it is argued, he could have
rallied the votes and fortunes of an enthusiastic Opposition.
This argument is largely Opposition wish-fulfilment. If
Eden had resigned, it is doubtful whether he would have tried
to rally anyone to his own position. Eden is a loyal Conser-
vative: it is doubtful whether at any time he would have
allowed his resignation to do more than work out its own
consequences. Gunther's view is that he stayed out of loyalty
to Baldwin: which is plausible. Quite apart from his desires
in the matter of an Opposition crusade centred round him-
self, he may well have been sceptical of the Opposition's
power to sustain it; whereas to bump the Tory machine was
dangerous, even for a Foreign Secretary. Moreover, these
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